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DID YOU
KNOW?

21-year-old achitect Maya Lin won a national competition in
1981 to design and build the Vietnam VeteransO Memorial in
Washington, DC

The first African-American woman to enter space was Mae
Jemison when she was a cewmember of the Space Shuttle
Endeavor September 1992.

Paleontologist Sue Hendrickson made headlines for finding the
largest, most well-preserved T-Rex yet discovexd.

Gertrude Eliot won the Nobel Prize for inventing a dug that
fights leukemia, and was the first woman inventor to be induct-
ed into the Inventors Hall of Fame.

Up until the 1960s, newspapers published their want ads in
two parts B one for men and another for women.

The first WomenOs Rights Convention was held in Seneca Falls,
NY in 1848.

Toni Morrison was the first African-American woman to win the
Nobel Prize for Literatue in 1993.

While some contest the validity of her nomination, many cite
Victoria Woodhull as the first woman to run for President of the
United States in 1872.

In 1910, Elinor McGrath and Floence Kimball were the first
women to graduate veterinary school. They wee among the
first to specialize in pet care.

Kevlar, the material used in bullet-resistant body armor
and aerospace equipment, was invented by
Stephanie Kwolek in 1966.
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March is National WomenOs Histoy Month,
and we are proud to honor the many women
who affect our lives every day Throughout history,
women have contributed to the strength and
growth of this country in a multitude of social,
economic and cultural ways and have been
leaders in every important movement, from
Abolitionism to Civil Rights. This month, we
celebrate and thank the generations of women
who have pushed boundaries, challenged
inequality, and shown the spirit, courage
and determination necessary to
change the world.

In celebration of WomenOs Histoy Month,
this booklet highlights many of the inventions,
achievements, discoveries and innovations
that have been brought to us by women.
You might be surprised to learn that some of
the following ingenious inventions came
from the minds of women! It is important to
keep in mind that up until the early 1800s,
women wete not allowed the equal rights
of property ownership necessary to obtain a
patent, so many applied for patents under
a manOs name, making it impossible to
know how many inventions can
truly be attributed to them.

A few of the man vy inventions

Mary Dixon Keys

first US Patent issued to a woman,
a process of weaving silk or straw

with thread, 1809

Tabitha Babbitt
Circular saw, 1812

pa tented b y women

Elizabeth Hawk
Cooking stove, 1867

Sara Mather
Submarine lamp and
telescope, 1870

Margaret Colvin
Washing Machine,
1871

Helen Blanchar d

Marion Donovan
Disposable
diapers, 1951

Zigzag Sewing Machine, 1873

Mary Anderson
Windshield wipers,
1903

Catherine Deiner
Rolling Pin, 1891

Harriet T racy
Safety device for
elevators, 1892

Madame CJ
Walker

Various hair care
and cosmetics
developments for
women of color,
(1906D1985)

Maria Beaseley
Life Raft, 1882

Harriet Str ong

Dam and
Reservoir

Construction,

1887

Amanda Jones
Oil bumer, 1880

Margaret Wilcox
Car Heater, 1893

Laura Cooney

Suspenders, 1896

Florence
Parpart
Refrigerator,
1914

Margaret Knight
Rotary Engine,
1904

Letitia Geer
Medical Syringe,
1899



